
King of Nothing by 
Nathanael Lessore

Let’s Play Murder by 
Kesia Lupo

Are You There God? 
It’s Me, Margaret by 
Judy Blume

This Book Kills by 
Ravena Guron

Four Eids and a Funeral 
by Faridah Àbíké-Íyímí-
dé and Adiba Jaigirdar

Brighton Rock by 
Graham Greene

Brave New World by 
Aldous Huxley

One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest by 
Ken Kesey

Dracula
by Bram Stoker

Thief
by Malorie Blackman

Frankenstein
by Mary Shelley

The Call
by Peadar O’Guilin

Year 9 
Reading 

Challenge

The Secrets Act by 
Alison Weatherby

The Midwich
Cuckoos
by John Wyndham

You’ll Be the Death 
of Me by Karen M. 
McManus

The Catcher in the 
Rye by J.D. Salinger

Future Hopes edited 
by Lauren James

The Blue Book of 
Nebo
by Manon Steffan Ros

The Balloon Thief by 
Aneesa Marufu

I, Claudius
by Robert Graves

Read more: https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-9-pupils-ks3-age-13-14/

Giften by Leyla Suzan Lionheart Girl by 
Yaba Badoe

Every Line of You by 
Naomi Gibson
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Maladapted
by Richard Kurti

The Amnesia Clinic 
by James Scudamore

The Count of Monte 
Cristo by Alexandre 
Dumas

The Old Man and 
the Sea by Ernest 
Hemingway

The Mosquito Coast 
by Paul Theroux

Scoop
by Evelyn Waugh

One Day in the Life of Ivan 
Denisovich
by Alexander Solzhenitsyn

Paddy Clarke Ha, Ha, 
Ha by Roddy Doyle

Monsters of Men by 
Patrick Ness

Noah Can’t Even by 
Simon James Green

Shakespeare: The 
World as a Stage by 
Bill Bryson

Catch-22
by Joseph Heller

Year 9 
Reading 

Challenge

Count by Melvin 
Burgess

Burning Secret
by Stefan Zweig

Empire of the Sun by 
J.G. Ballard

The Twilight Saga by 
Stephenie Meyer

Twenty-Four Seconds 
From Now by Jason 
Reynolds

Mondays are Murder 
by Ravena Guron

The Boy I Love by 
William Hussey

The Virtue Season by 
L.M. Nathan

Read more: https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-9-pupils-ks3-age-13-14/

To Kill a Mockingbird 
by Harper Lee

Philip Larkin
Collected Poems

The Remains of 
the Day by Kazuo 
Ishiguro
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Teacher’s Notes
Ideas for use
•	 Teachers are free to copy and share this document, for example, on 

school websites, social media, email newsletters, and school net-
works.

•	 Print pages 1&2 back-to-back and fold along the dotted line to cre-
ate a reading challenge/reading record for each student in your 
class.

•	 Use the quick and simple star ratings instead of a daily reading 
record to encourage reading for pleasure.

•	 Use the star ratings to assess which books, genres, and authors 
classes and cohorts prefer.

•	 Use the informal data from the reading challenge cards to help 
identify gaps in your school and classroom libraries.

•	 Use the reading challenge card information to identify further read-
ing pathways for students, including similar authors, books by the 
same author, books in the same genre, and similar but more chal-
lenging books the student might enjoy.

Information for Parents Further Reading Resources
Our reading challenge cards
•	 Encourage reading for pleasure.
•	 Take less time to complete than traditional reading records.
How to use
•	 When your child has completed a book, or started but not finished 

one, fill in a rating using the star outlines beneath each book cover 
image.

•	 This will help you and your child’s teacher keep track of how many 
books your child has read and which ones they have enjoyed.

•	 It will also show you and teachers which authors and book genres 
your child prefers. This might be useful when choosing new books 
from libraries or bookshops. 

More reading lists
•	 Graphic novels for KS3 & KS4 children aged 12-16 - https://

schoolreadinglist.co.uk/secondary-ks3-ks4-reading-lists/graphic-
novels-for-young-adults-aged-12-16-in-ks3-ks4/

•	 Graphic novel versions of GCSE set texts: browse over 20 rec-
ommended titles for KS3 & KS4 including new retellings and clas-
sics - https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks4-school-
pupils/graphic-novel-versions-of-gcse-english-texts/

•	 Take It As Read: our free recommendation service. Let us know 
what your child likes to read and one of our team will get back to 
you with tailored reading book suggestions - https://schoolreading-
list.co.uk/resources/take-it-as-read/

•	 Children’s and teen book lists sorted by genre - https://school-
readinglist.co.uk/category/books-for-topics/

•	 Children’s Favourites: these books for 13 year olds have been 
picked by children across the UK - https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/
childrens-favourites/books-for-13-year-olds/

•	 Magazines for teens: browse our list of over 50 magazines and 
newspapers suitable for secondary aged children - https://school-
readinglist.co.uk/resources/magazines-and-newspapers-for-chil-
dren-and-teenagers/
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