
The Icarus Show by 
Sally Christie

Raspberries on the 
Yangtze by Karen 
Wallace

Journey to the River 
Sea by Eva Ibbotson

Kerb-Stain Boys by 
Alex Wheatle

Rugby Flyer by Gerard 
Siggins

Like A Girl
by Rebecca Westcott

I Must Betray You by 
Ruta Sepetys

Thirteen by Tom 
Hoyle

Catch Your Death by 
Ravena Guron

Green Rising by 
Lauren James

Nineteen Eighty-Four 
by George Orwell

Chinese Cinderella by 
Adeline Yen Mah

Year 8 
Reading 

Challenge

The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night-
time by Mark Haddon

Onyeka and the   
Academy of the Sun 
by Tola Okogwu

I’m the King of the 
Castle by Susan Hill

Goggle Eyes
by Anne Fine

Liccle Bit by Alex 
Wheatle

Be Resilient
by Nicola Morgan

Wink by Rob Harrell The Five Clues by 
Anthony Kessel

Read more: https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-8-pupils-ks3-age-12-13/

The Giver
by Lois Lowry

The Teenage Guide to 
Digital Wellbeing by 
Tanya Goodin

The Woman in Black 
by Susan Hill
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Madame Doubtfire by 
Anne Fine

The Outsiders
by S.E. Hinton

Treasure Island by 
R.L. Stevenson

A Kestrel for a Knave 
by Barry Hines

The Hound of the 
Baskervilles by Arthur 
Conan Doyle

How I Live Now by 
Meg Rosoff

Coram Boy
by Jamila Gavin

I am David
by Anne Holm

Welcome to Nowhere 
by Elizabeth Laird

The Hitchhiker’s 
Guide to the Galaxy 
by Douglas Adams

The Plague Dogs by 
Richard Adams

The Day of the 
Triffids by John 
Wyndham

Year 8 
Reading 

Challenge

Shadowmancer by 
G.P. Taylor

The Haunting
by Margaret Mahy

Of Mice and Men by 
John Steinbeck

Small Steps
by Louis Sachar

Bridge to Terabithia 
by
Katherine Paterson

Animal Farm by 
George Orwell and 
Chris Mould

Lord of the Flies by 
William Golding

Looking for JJ
by Anne Cassidy

Read more: https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-8-pupils-ks3-age-12-13/

Z for Zachariah by 
Robert O’Brien

Tightrope
by Gillian Cross

The Tulip Touch by 
Anne Fine
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Teacher’s Notes
Ideas for use
•	 Teachers are free to copy and share this document, for example, on 

school websites, social media, email newsletters, and school net-
works.

•	 Print pages 1&2 back-to-back and fold along the dotted line to cre-
ate a reading challenge/reading record for each student in your 
class.

•	 Use the quick and simple star ratings instead of a daily reading 
record to encourage reading for pleasure.

•	 Use the star ratings to assess which books, genres, and authors 
classes and cohorts prefer.

•	 Use the informal data from the reading challenge cards to help 
identify gaps in your school and classroom libraries.

•	 Use the reading challenge card information to identify further read-
ing pathways for students, including similar authors, books by the 
same author, books in the same genre, and similar but more chal-
lenging books the student might enjoy.

Information for Parents Further Reading Resources
Our reading challenge cards
•	 Encourage reading for pleasure.
•	 Take less time to complete than traditional reading records.
How to use
•	 When your child has completed a book, or started but not finished 

one, fill in a rating using the star outlines beneath each book cover 
image.

•	 This will help you and your child’s teacher keep track of how many 
books your child has read and which ones they have enjoyed.

•	 It will also show you and teachers which authors and book genres 
your child prefers. This might be useful when choosing new books 
from libraries or bookshops. 

More reading lists
•	 Graphic novels for KS3 & KS4 children aged 12-16 - https://

schoolreadinglist.co.uk/secondary-ks3-ks4-reading-lists/graphic-
novels-for-young-adults-aged-12-16-in-ks3-ks4/

•	 Graphic novel versions of GCSE set texts: browse over 20 rec-
ommended titles for KS3 & KS4 including new retellings and clas-
sics - https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks4-school-
pupils/graphic-novel-versions-of-gcse-english-texts/

•	 Take It As Read: our free recommendation service. Let us know 
what your child likes to read and one of our team will get back to 
you with tailored reading book suggestions - https://schoolreading-
list.co.uk/resources/take-it-as-read/

•	 Children’s and teen book lists sorted by genre - https://school-
readinglist.co.uk/category/books-for-topics/

•	 Children’s Favourites: these books for 12 year olds have been 
picked by children across the UK - https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/
childrens-favourites/books-for-12-year-olds/

•	 Magazines for teens: browse our list of over 50 magazines and 
newspapers suitable for secondary aged children - https://school-
readinglist.co.uk/resources/magazines-and-newspapers-for-chil-
dren-and-teenagers/
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