
Glowrushes
by
Roberto Piumini

The Eagle of the 
Ninth by Rosemary 
Sutcliff

Peregrine Quinn and 
the Cosmic Realm by 
Ash Bond

His Dark Materials 
series
by Philip Pullman

Private Peaceful by 
Michael Morpurgo

The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn by 
Mark Twain

The Secret Diary of 
Adrian Mole Aged 13 
3/4 by Sue Townsend

Some Places More 
Than Others by 
Renée Watson

The Island at the End 
of Everything by Kiran 
Millwood Hargrave

The Wolves of
Willoughby Chase by 
Joan Aiken

Peter Pan
by
J.M Barrie

Watership Down
by
Richard Adams

Year 7 
Reading 

Challenge

Robin Hood: Jet Skis, 
Swamps & Smugglers 
by Robert Muchamore

Kick
by
Mitch Johnson

Artichoke Hearts
by
Sita Brahmachari

The Marvellers
by
Dhonielle Clayton

Fight Back
by
A. M. Dassu

Can You See Me? 
by Libby Scott & 
Rebecca Westcott

Glow Up, Lara Bloom 
by Dee Benson

When I See Blue
by
Lily Bailey

Read more: https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-7-pupils-ks2-age-11-12/

A Wrinkle in Time
by
Madeleine L’Engle

Windrush Child by 
Benjamin Zephaniah

Freedom (1783)
by
Catherine Johnson
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The Dark is Rising
by
Susan Cooper

Cue for Treason by 
Geoffrey Trease

The Call of the Wild 
by Jack London

The Book Thief by 
Markus Zusak

War Horse by Michael 
Morpurgo

The Garbage King by 
Elizabeth Laird

Framed by
Frank Cottrell Boyce

The Weirdstone of 
Brisingamen by Alan 
Garner

The Diary of a Young 
Girl
by Anne Frank

Stone Cold by Robert 
Swindells

Wolf
by
Gillian Cross

Wonder by R.J 
Palacio

Year 7 
Reading 

Challenge

Percy Jackson and 
the Lightning Thief by 
Rick Riordan

The Cay by Theodore 
Taylor

Boy and Going Solo
by
Roald Dahl

Across the
Barricades
by Joan Lingard

Twelve Minutes to 
Midnight by
Christopher Edge

The Goldfish Boy
by
Lisa Thompson

Holes by Louis 
Sachar

Pig Heart Boy by 
Malorie Blackman

Read more: https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks3-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-7-pupils-ks2-age-11-12/

The Seeing Stone 
by Kevin Crossley-
Holland

The Box of Delights 
by John Masefield

The Hunger Games 
by Suzanne Collins
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Teacher’s Notes
Ideas for use
•	 Teachers are free to copy and share this document, for example, on 

school websites, social media, email newsletters, and school net-
works.

•	 Print pages 1&2 back-to-back and fold along the dotted line to cre-
ate a reading challenge/reading record for each student in your 
class.

•	 Use the quick and simple star ratings instead of a daily reading 
record to encourage reading for pleasure.

•	 Use the star ratings to assess which books, genres, and authors 
classes and cohorts prefer.

•	 Use the informal data from the reading challenge cards to help 
identify gaps in your school and classroom libraries.

•	 Use the reading challenge card information to identify further read-
ing pathways for students, including similar authors, books by the 
same author, books in the same genre, and similar but more chal-
lenging books the student might enjoy.

Information for Parents Further Reading Resources
Our reading challenge cards
•	 Encourage reading for pleasure.
•	 Take less time to complete than traditional reading records.
How to use
•	 When your child has completed a book, or started but not finished 

one, fill in a rating using the star outlines beneath each book cover 
image.

•	 This will help you and your child’s teacher keep track of how many 
books your child has read and which ones they have enjoyed.

•	 It will also show you and teachers which authors and book genres 
your child prefers. This might be useful when choosing new books 
from libraries or bookshops. 

More reading lists
•	 Graphic novels for KS3 & KS4 children aged 12-16 - https://

schoolreadinglist.co.uk/secondary-ks3-ks4-reading-lists/graphic-
novels-for-young-adults-aged-12-16-in-ks3-ks4/

•	 Graphic novel versions of GCSE set texts: browse over 20 rec-
ommended titles for KS3 & KS4 including new retellings and clas-
sics - https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks4-school-
pupils/graphic-novel-versions-of-gcse-english-texts/

•	 Take It As Read: our free recommendation service. Let us know 
what your child likes to read and one of our team will get back to 
you with tailored reading book suggestions - https://schoolreading-
list.co.uk/resources/take-it-as-read/

•	 Children’s and teen book lists sorted by genre - https://school-
readinglist.co.uk/category/books-for-topics/

•	 Children’s Favourites: these books for 11 year olds have been 
picked by children across the UK - https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/
childrens-favourites/books-for-11-year-olds/

•	 Magazines for teens: browse our list of over 50 magazines and 
newspapers suitable for secondary aged children - https://school-
readinglist.co.uk/resources/magazines-and-newspapers-for-chil-
dren-and-teenagers/
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