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Moving Up: How to
Ace Secondary School

The Golden Linnet by
Alexander Armstrong

Xanthe & the Ruby
Crown by Jasbinder

Safiyyah’s War by
Hiba Noor Khan
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Wild by Ele Fountain
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Impossible Creatures
by Katherine Rundell
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Resist by Tom Palmer

Unexpected Twist: An
Oliver Twisted Tale by
Michael Rosen
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Echo Mountain by
Lauren Wolk

The Storm Swimmer
by Clare Weze

The Land of
Neverendings by
Kate Saunders

When the Sky Falls
by Phil Earle
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The Boy At the Back
of the Class
by Onjali Rauf
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Yo Yo
Rumaysa Ever After
by Radiya Hafiza
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The Twig Man by
Sana Rasoul
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ZILLAM BETHELL

Kde kAR

The Girl of Ink and
Stars by Kiran Millwood
Hargrave

The Song Walker by
Zillah Bethell

HILARY McKAY

Crater Lake
by Jennifer Killick

When Life Gives You
Mangoes by Kereen
Getten

McKay

PETER BUNZL

Cogheart The Not-So Uniform The Silver Road by
by Peter Bunzl Life of Holly-Mei by Sinead O’Hart
Christina Matula
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Small Things by Mel Absolutely Vi Spy: Licence to The Silver Sword by
Tregonning Everything by Chill by Maz Evans lan Serraillier
Christopher Lloyd
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Britannica’s Encyclo- Glitter Boy by lan Nothing Ever 21% Monster by P. J The Lion the Witch
pedia Infographica by Eagleton Happens Here by Canning and the Wardrobe by
Valentina D’Efilippo C.S. Lewis
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The Hobbit
by J.R.R. Tolkien
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Eren
by Simon P Clark
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The Light in
Everything by Katya
Balen

The Final Year by
Matt Goodfellow and
Joe Todd-Stanton

The Crowstarver by
Dick King-Smith
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Goodnight Mister lllegal by Eoin Colfer  The Silly Book of
Tom by Michelle Side-Splitting Stuff by
Magorian Andy Seed
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Kensuke’s Kingdom
by Michael Morpurgo
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The Nowhere The Other Side of the  Tell Me No Lies by
Emporium by Ross Truth by Beverley Malorie Blackman
MacKenzie Naidoo
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Information for Parents

Our reading challenge cards

Encourage reading for pleasure.
Take less time to complete than traditional reading records.

How to use

When your child has completed a book, or started but not finished
one, fill in a rating using the star outlines beneath each book cover
image.

This will help you and your child’s teacher keep track of how many
books your child has read and which ones they have enjoyed.

It will also show you and teachers which authors and book genres
your child prefers. This might be useful when choosing new books
from libraries or bookshops.

Ideas for use

Teachers are free to copy and share this document, for example, on
school websites, social media, email newsletters, and school net-
works.

Print pages 1&2 back-to-back and fold along the dotted line to cre-
ate a reading challenge/reading record for each student in your
class.

Use the quick and simple star ratings instead of a daily reading
record to encourage reading for pleasure.

Use the star ratings to assess which books, genres, and authors
classes and cohorts prefer.

Use the informal data from the reading challenge cards to help
identify gaps in your school and classroom libraries.

Use the reading challenge card information to identify further read-
ing pathways for students, including similar authors, books by the
same author, books in the same genre, and similar but more chal-
lenging books the student might enjoy.

Further Reading Resources

More reading lists

Graphic novels for KS2 children aged 7-11 - https://schoolread-
inglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/graphic-novels-for-
ks2-children-aged-7-11/

Poetry for 7-11 year olds: browse over 20 recommended titles for
KS2 including new collections and classics - https://schoolreading-
list.co.uk/books-for-topics/poetry-books-for-7-11-year-olds/

Take It As Read: our free recommendation service. Let us know
what your child likes to read and one of our team will get back to
you with tailored reading book suggestions - https://schoolreading-
list.co.uk/resources/take-it-as-read/

Children’s Favourites: these books for 10 year olds have been
picked by children across the UK - https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/
childrens-favourites/books-for-10-year-olds/

Children’s book lists sorted by genre - https://schoolreadinglist.
co.uk/category/books-for-topics/

Magazines for children: browse our list of over 50 magazines and
newspapers suitable for primary aged children - https://schoolread-
inglist.co.uk/resources/magazines-and-newspapers-for-children-
and-teenagers/
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