
You Wait Till I’m 
Older Than You! by 
Michael Rosen

The Wall Between Us 
by Dan Smith

The Glorious Race 
of Magical Beasts by 
Alex Bell

The Boy in the Smoke 
by Rachel Faturoti

The Miraculous Journey 
of Edward Tulane by 
Kate DiCamillo

October, October by 
Katya Balen

Black Hole Cinema 
Club by Christopher 
Edge

Dungeon Runners: 
Hero Trial by Kieran 
Larwood

Asha & the Spirit Bird 
by Jasbinder Bilan

Jummy at the River 
School by Sabine 
Adeyinka

Indiana Bones by 
Harry Heape

Mia and the 
Lightcasters by 
Janelle McCurdy

Year 5 
Reading 

Challenge

Glassborn
by Peter Bunzl

Vita and the Gladiator 
by Ally Sherrick

Flight for Freedom by 
Kristen Fulton and 
Torben Kuhlmann

Coming to England 
by Floella Benjamin

Cloud Soup
by Kate Wakeling

The Thief of
Farrowfell by Ravena 
Guron

The Treasure Hunters 
by Lisa Thompson

A Flash of Fireflies by 
Aisha Bushby

Read more: https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/year-5/

The Shark Caller by 
Zillah Bethell

The Wolf Wilder by 
Katherine Rundell

Beastlands: Race to 
Frostfall Mountain by 
Jess French
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Who Let the Gods 
Out by Maz Evans

Skandar and the 
Unicorn Thief by A.F. 
Steadman

Aya and the Star 
Chaser by Radiya 
Hafiza

The Wanderer by 
Peter Van Den Ende

The Wild Robot by 
Peter Brown

Song of the River by 
Gill Lewis

The Island At The 
Edge Of Night by 
Lucy Strange

Ajay and the Mumbai 
Sun by Varsha Shah

The Breadwinner by 
Deborah Ellis

Tyger by S.F Said King of the Cloud 
Forests by Michael 
Morpurgo

The Witches 
by Roald Dahl

Year 5 
Reading 

Challenge

Brightstorm:
A Sky-Ship Adventure 
by Vashti Hardy

Artemis Fowl by Eoin 
Colfer

Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone 
by J.K. Rowling

Heidi
by Johanna Spyri

Boy in the Tower by 
Polly Ho-Yen

Peter in Peril by 
Helen Bate

Moondial by Helen 
Cresswell

Clockwork by Philip 
Pullman

Read more: https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/year-5/

Danny the Champion 
of the World by Roald 
Dahl

Hacker by Malorie 
Blackman

Emil and the
Detectives by Erich 
Kästner
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Teacher’s Notes
Ideas for use
•	 Teachers are free to copy and share this document, for example, on 

school websites, social media, email newsletters, and school net-
works.

•	 Print pages 1&2 back-to-back and fold along the dotted line to cre-
ate a reading challenge/reading record for each student in your 
class.

•	 Use the quick and simple star ratings instead of a daily reading 
record to encourage reading for pleasure.

•	 Use the star ratings to assess which books, genres, and authors 
classes and cohorts prefer.

•	 Use the informal data from the reading challenge cards to help 
identify gaps in your school and classroom libraries.

•	 Use the reading challenge card information to identify further read-
ing pathways for students, including similar authors, books by the 
same author, books in the same genre, and similar but more chal-
lenging books the student might enjoy.

Information for Parents Further Reading Resources
Our reading challenge cards
•	 Encourage reading for pleasure.
•	 Take less time to complete than traditional reading records.
How to use
•	 When your child has completed a book, or started but not finished 

one, fill in a rating using the star outlines beneath each book cover 
image.

•	 This will help you and your child’s teacher keep track of how many 
books your child has read and which ones they have enjoyed.

•	 It will also show you and teachers which authors and book genres 
your child prefers. This might be useful when choosing new books 
from libraries or bookshops. 

More reading lists
•	 Graphic novels for KS2 children aged 7-11 - https://schoolread-

inglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/graphic-novels-for-
ks2-children-aged-7-11/

•	 Poetry for 7-11 year olds: browse over 20 recommended titles for 
KS2 including new collections and classics - https://schoolreading-
list.co.uk/books-for-topics/poetry-books-for-7-11-year-olds/

•	 Take It As Read: our free recommendation service. Let us know 
what your child likes to read and one of our team will get back to 
you with tailored reading book suggestions - https://schoolreading-
list.co.uk/resources/take-it-as-read/

•	 Children’s Favourites: these books for 9 year olds have been 
picked by children across the UK - https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/
childrens-favourites/books-for-9-year-olds/

•	 Children’s book lists sorted by genre - https://schoolreadinglist.
co.uk/category/books-for-topics/

•	 Magazines for children: browse our list of over 50 magazines and 
newspapers suitable for primary aged children - https://schoolread-
inglist.co.uk/resources/magazines-and-newspapers-for-children-
and-teenagers/
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