
Accidental Trouble 
Magnet by Zanib Mian

The Nothing to See 
Here Hotel by Steven 
Butler

Football Crazy by 
Tony Bradman

Bronte Tempestra 
and the Lightning 
Steeds by Bex Hogan

The Girl Who Became a 
Fish by Polly Ho-Yen

Big Tree by Brian 
Selznick

You’re a Bad Man, 
Mr Gum! by Andy 
Stanton

Angel on the Roof by 
Shirley Hughes

Jelly Boots, Smelly 
Boots by Michael 
Rosen

The Thames and Tide 
Club: the Secret City 
by Katya Balen

Kate on the Case by 
Hannah Peck

This Bee is not Afraid 
of Me edited by Fran 
Long

Year 3 
Reading 

Challenge

The New Girl by 
Nicola Davies and 
Cathy Fisher

Wildsmith: Into the 
Dark Forest by Liz 
Flanagan

GOTCHA!
by Clotilde Perrin

Fantastic Mr Fox by 
Roald Dahl

The Magic Finger by 
Roald Dahl

Pippi Longstocking 
by Astrid Lindgren

The Abominables by 
Eva Ibbotson

The Giving Tree by 
Shel Silverstein

Read more: https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/year-3/

Mufaro’s Beautiful 
Daughters: An African 
Tale by John Steptoe

Watercress by Andrea 
Wang and Jason Chin

The Tree and the 
River by Aaron 
Becker
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The Boy Who Grew 
Dragons by Andy 
Shepherd

The Charlie Moon 
Collection by Shirley 
Hughes

Mrs Pepperpot
Stories
by Alf Proysen

The Diary of a Killer 
Cat by Anne Fine

The World According 
to Humphrey by Betty 
G. Birney

Winnie-the-Pooh
Collection by A. A. 
Milne

Ice Palace by Robert 
Swindells

The Orchard Book of 
First Greek Myths by 
Saviour Pirotta

King Kong
by Anthony Browne

Small Worlds: Earth by 
Lara Hawthorne and 
Camilla De La Bedoyere

Beast Quest by Adam 
Blade

Harry the poisonous 
centipede by Lynne 
Reid Banks

Year 3 
Reading 

Challenge

Flyntlock Bones – 
The Eye of Mogdrod 
by Derek Keilty

Leon and the Place Be-
tween by Angela McAllister 
and Grahame Baker-Smith

Voices in the Park by 
Anthony Browne

The Owl Who Was 
Afraid of the Dark by 
Jill Tomlinson

Flat Stanley by Jeff 
Brown

The Secret World of 
Polly Flint by Helen 
Cresswell

It Was a Dark and 
Stormy Night by Janet 
& Allan Ahlberg

Where The Wild Things 
Are by Maurice Sendak

Read more: https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/year-3/

The True Story of the 
3 Little Pigs by Jon 
Scieszka

The Accidental Prime 
Minister by Tom 
McLaughlin

All Because of
Jackson by Dick 
King-Smith
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Teacher’s Notes
Ideas for use
• Teachers are free to copy and share this document, for example, on 

school websites, social media, email newsletters, and school net-
works.

• Print pages 1&2 back-to-back and fold along the dotted line to cre-
ate a reading challenge/reading record for each student in your 
class.

• Use the quick and simple star ratings instead of a daily reading 
record to encourage reading for pleasure.

• Use the star ratings to assess which books, genres, and authors 
classes and cohorts prefer.

• Use the informal data from the reading challenge cards to help 
identify gaps in your school and classroom libraries.

• Use the reading challenge card information to identify further read-
ing pathways for students, including similar authors, books by the 
same author, books in the same genre, and similar but more chal-
lenging books the student might enjoy.

Information for Parents Further Reading Resources
Our reading challenge cards
• Encourage reading for pleasure.
• Take less time to complete than traditional reading records.
How to use
• When your child has completed a book, or started but not finished 

one, fill in a rating using the star outlines beneath each book cover 
image.

• This will help you and your child’s teacher keep track of how many 
books your child has read and which ones they have enjoyed.

• It will also show you and teachers which authors and book genres 
your child prefers. This might be useful when choosing new books 
from libraries or bookshops. 

More reading lists
• Graphic novels for KS2 children aged 7-11 - https://schoolread-

inglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/graphic-novels-for-
ks2-children-aged-7-11/

• Poetry for 7-11 year olds: browse over 20 recommended titles for 
KS2 including new collections and classics - https://schoolreading-
list.co.uk/books-for-topics/poetry-books-for-7-11-year-olds/

• Take It As Read: our free recommendation service. Let us know 
what your child likes to read and one of our team will get back to 
you with tailored reading book suggestions - https://schoolreading-
list.co.uk/resources/take-it-as-read/

• Children’s Favourites: these books for 7 year olds have been 
picked by children across the UK - https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/
childrens-favourites/books-for-7-year-olds/

• Children’s book lists sorted by genre - https://schoolreadinglist.
co.uk/category/books-for-topics/

• Magazines for children: browse our list of over 50 magazines and 
newspapers suitable for primary aged children - https://schoolread-
inglist.co.uk/resources/magazines-and-newspapers-for-children-
and-teenagers/
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