
Small in the City by 
Sydney Smith

Isadora Moon Goes 
to School by Harriet 
Muncaster

Marv and the Dino 
Attack by
Alex Falase-Koya

Beti and the Little 
Round House by 
Atinuke

Pablo and Splash by 
Sheena Dempsey

Game On,
Super Rabbit Boy! by 
Thomas Flintham

Nikhil and Jay:
Flying High by Chitra 
Soundar

Green by Nicola 
Davies, illustrated by 
Emily Sutton

Hattie and Olaf by
Frida Nilsson

Big Sky Mountain by 
Alex Milway

Britannica First Big 
Book of Why by Sally 
Symes

Soren’s Seventh 
Song by Dave Eggers

Year 2 
Reading 

Challenge

The Tear Thief by 
Carol Ann Duffy and 
Nicoletta Ceccoli

The Enchanted Wood 
by Enid Blyton

Mr Majeika by
Humphrey Carpenter

Fungus the
Bogeyman by
Raymond Briggs

Pirate School: Just 
a Bit of Wind by 
Jeremy Strong

The Legend of Spud 
Murphy by Eoin 
Colfer

Rescue on Nim’s 
Island by Wendy Orr

The Penderwicks by 
Jeanne Birdsall

Read more: https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks1-school-pupils/year-2/

The Kiosk by Anete 
Melece

The Dragonsitter by 
Josh Lacey

Fluff the Farting Fish 
by Michael Rosen
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How To Live Forever 
by Colin Thompson

Lift by Minh Le and 
Dan Santat

Classic Fairy Tales: 
The Illustrated Collec-
tion by Berlie Doherty 

Bug Belly Froggy 
Rescue by Paul 
Morton

The Panda’s Child 
by Jackie Morris and 
Cathy Fisher

SuperQuesters by 
Lisa Moss & Dr 
Thomas Bernard

Our Tower by Joseph 
Coelho & Richard 
Johnson

When Dad’s Hair 
Took Off by Joerg 
Muhle

The Lost Homework by 
Richard O’Neill, illustrated 
by Kirsti Beautyman

The Star Whale by 
Nicola Davies, illus-
trated by Petr Horáček

The Giraffe and the 
Pelly and Me by 
Roald Dahl

Gobbolino the 
Witch’s Cat by Ursula 
Williams

Year 2 
Reading 

Challenge

Beaver Towers by 
Nigel Hinton

Clarice Bean, That’s Me 
by Lauren Child

I Was a Rat!: Or, the 
Scarlet Slippers by 
Philip Pullman

The Adventures of 
Captain Underpants 
by Dav Pilkey

Mrs Wobble the Wait-
ress by Janet and 
Allan Ahlberg

Uncle Gobb and 
the Dread Shed by 
Michael Rosen

Tuesday by David 
Wiesner

The Problem with 
Pierre by C.K. Smouha 
and Suzanna Hubbard

Read more: https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks1-school-pupils/year-2/

The Dunderheads by 
Paul Fleischman

Inside the Villains by 
Clotilde Perrin

The Day The Crayons 
Quit by Drew Daywalt
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Teacher’s Notes
Ideas for use
•	 Teachers are free to copy and share this document, for example, on 

school websites, social media, email newsletters, and school net-
works.

•	 Print pages 1&2 back-to-back and fold along the dotted line to cre-
ate a reading challenge/reading record for each student in your 
class.

•	 Use the quick and simple star ratings instead of a daily reading 
record to encourage reading for pleasure.

•	 Use the star ratings to assess which books, genres, and authors 
classes and cohorts prefer.

•	 Use the informal data from the reading challenge cards to help 
identify gaps in your school and classroom libraries.

•	 Use the reading challenge card information to identify further read-
ing pathways for students, including similar authors, books by the 
same author, books in the same genre, and similar but more chal-
lenging books the student might enjoy.

Information for Parents Further Reading Resources
Our reading challenge cards
•	 Encourage reading for pleasure.
•	 Take less time to complete than traditional reading records.
How to use
•	 When your child has completed a book, or started but not finished 

one, fill in a rating using the star outlines beneath each book cover 
image.

•	 This will help you and your child’s teacher keep track of how many 
books your child has read and which ones they have enjoyed.

•	 It will also show you and teachers which authors and book genres 
your child prefers. This might be useful when choosing new books 
from libraries or bookshops. 

More reading lists
•	 Book for Bedtime - https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-

ks1-school-pupils/books-for-bedtime/
•	 100 picture books for EYFS to read before you are 5 years 

old - https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks1-school-
pupils/100-best-picture-books-to-read-before-you-are-5-years-old

•	 Take It As Read: our free recommendation service. Let us know 
what your child likes to read and one of our team will get back to 
you with tailored reading book suggestions - https://schoolreading-
list.co.uk/resources/take-it-as-read/

•	 Children’s Favourites: these books for 6 year olds have been 
picked by children across the UK - https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/
childrens-favourites/books-for-6-year-olds/

•	 Children’s book lists sorted by genre - https://schoolreadinglist.
co.uk/category/books-for-topics/

•	 Magazines for children: browse our list of over 50 magazines and 
newspapers suitable for primary aged children - https://schoolread-
inglist.co.uk/resources/magazines-and-newspapers-for-children-
and-teenagers/
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