
Belladonna by
Adalyn Grace

Six of Crows by Leigh 
Bardugo

Birdsong by
Sebastian Faulkes

Out of Shadows by 
Jason Wallace

Savage Her Reply by 
Deirdre Sullivan

Looking for Alaska by 
John Green

Game of Thrones by 
George R.R. Martin

Maus
by Art Spiegelman

David Copperfield by 
Charles Dickens

The Lovely Bones by 
Alice Sebold

The Last Lecture by 
Randy Pausch

The Westing Game by 
Ellen Raskin

Year 11 
Reading 

Challenge

Flowers For Algernon 
by Daniel Keyes

When Shadows Fall 
by Sita Brahmachari

War of the Worlds by 
H.G. Wells

Baby Teeth
by Meg Grehan

Last Lesson by 
James Goodhand

HappyHead
by Josh Silver

The Silver Chain by 
Jion Sheibani

You Think You Know 
Me by
Ayaan Mohamud

Read more: https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks4-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-year-11-pupils-ks4-age-15-16/

#MurderTrending by 
Gretchen McNeil

Dune by Frank 
Herbert

They Both Die at the 
End by Adam Silvera
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The Time Machine by 
H.G Wells

Pride and Prejudice 
by Jane Austen

The Three
Musketeers by
Alexandre Dumas

East of Eden by
John Steinbeck

Cosmos
by Carl Sagan

The Kite Runner by 
Khaled Hosseini

A Short History of 
Nearly Everything by 
Bill Bryson

The Loop by
Ben Oliver

Farenheight 451 by 
Ray Bradbury

The Name of the 
Rose by Umberto Eco

Don Quixote by 
Miguel Cervantes

On the Road by
Jack Kerouac

Year 11 
Reading 

Challenge

Speak by Laurie 
Halse Anderson

Felix Ever After
by Kacen Callender

The Trial
by Franz Kafka

Last One To Die by 
Cynthia Murphy

Let’s Split Up
by Bill Wood

Carrie
by Stephen King

How It All Blew Up by 
Arvin Ahmadi

I Loved You In Another 
Life by David Arnold

Read more: https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks4-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-year-11-pupils-ks4-age-15-16/

The Moonstone by 
Wilkie Collins

The Heart of the 
World by
Amie Kaufman

Robinson Crusoe by 
Daniel Defoe
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Teacher’s Notes
Ideas for use
•	 Teachers are free to copy and share this document, for example, on 

school websites, social media, email newsletters, and school net-
works.

•	 Print pages 1&2 back-to-back and fold along the dotted line to cre-
ate a reading challenge/reading record for each student in your 
class.

•	 Use the quick and simple star ratings instead of a daily reading 
record to encourage reading for pleasure.

•	 Use the star ratings to assess which books, genres, and authors 
classes and cohorts prefer.

•	 Use the informal data from the reading challenge cards to help 
identify gaps in your school and classroom libraries.

•	 Use the reading challenge card information to identify further read-
ing pathways for students, including similar authors, books by the 
same author, books in the same genre, and similar but more chal-
lenging books the student might enjoy.

Information for Parents Further Reading Resources
Our reading challenge cards
•	 Encourage reading for pleasure.
•	 Take less time to complete than traditional reading records.
How to use
•	 When your child has completed a book, or started but not finished 

one, fill in a rating using the star outlines beneath each book cover 
image.

•	 This will help you and your child’s teacher keep track of how many 
books your child has read and which ones they have enjoyed.

•	 It will also show you and teachers which authors and book genres 
your child prefers. This might be useful when choosing new books 
from libraries or bookshops. 

More reading lists
•	 Graphic novels for KS3 & KS4 children aged 12-16 - https://

schoolreadinglist.co.uk/secondary-ks3-ks4-reading-lists/graphic-
novels-for-young-adults-aged-12-16-in-ks3-ks4/

•	 Graphic novel versions of GCSE set texts: browse over 20 rec-
ommended titles for KS3 & KS4 including new retellings and clas-
sics - https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks4-school-
pupils/graphic-novel-versions-of-gcse-english-texts/

•	 Take It As Read: our free recommendation service. Let us know 
what your child likes to read and one of our team will get back to 
you with tailored reading book suggestions - https://schoolreading-
list.co.uk/resources/take-it-as-read/

•	 Children’s and teen book lists sorted by genre - https://school-
readinglist.co.uk/category/books-for-topics/

•	 Magazines for teens: browse our list of over 50 magazines and 
newspapers suitable for secondary aged children - https://school-
readinglist.co.uk/resources/magazines-and-newspapers-for-chil-
dren-and-teenagers/
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