
Midnight’s Children 
by Salman Rushdie

Great Expectations 
by Charles Dickens

Rebecca by Daphne 
Du Maurier

Long Walk to 
Freedom by Nelson 
Mandela

A Separate Peace by 
John Knowles

Atonement by Ian 
McEwan

I Capture the Castle 
by Dodie Smith

All Quiet on the West-
ern Front by Erich 
Maria Remarque

The Fault in Our Stars 
by John Green

Do Androids Dream 
of Electric Sheep? by 
Philip K Dick

Every Day by David 
Levithan

A Monster Calls by 
Patrick Ness

Year 10 
Reading 

Challenge

Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, 
Spy by John le Carré

Never Let Me Go by 
Kazuo Ishiguro

Paper Butterflies by 
Lisa Heathfield

We Are All Made of 
Molecules by Susin 
Nielsen

13 minutes: A Novel 
by Sarah Pinborough

After Life
by Gayle Forman

Pieces of Us
by Stewwart Foster

Red Flags
by Sophie Jo

Read more: https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks4-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-year-10-pupils-ks4-age-14-15/

Cider With Rosie by 
Laurie Lee

Oranges Are Not The 
Only Fruit by
Jeanette Winterson

The Grapes of Wrath 
by John Steinbeck
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Needle
by Patrice Lawrence

Wuthering Heights by 
Emily Bronte

The Inheritance 
Games by Jennifer 
Lynn Barnes

Wild East by Ashley 
Hickson-Lovence

Apocalypse Cow by 
O.R. Sorrel

Louder Than Hunder 
by John Schu

Looking for Lucie by 
Amanda Addison

Glasgow Boys by 
Margaret McDonald

The Beck by Anthony 
McGowan

The Dagger and the 
Flame by Catherine 
Doyle

Crossing the Line by 
Tia Fisher

A Court of Thorns 
and Roses by Sarah 
J. Maas

Year 10 
Reading 

Challenge

This Book is
Cruelty Free by Linda 
Newbery

The Lord of the Rings by 
J.R.R. Tolkien

Oxygen Mask by 
Jason Reynolds, art 
by Jason Griffin

The Road by Cormac 
McCarthy

Where Sleeping Girls 
Lie by Faridah Àbíké-
Íyímídé

The Kill Factor by 
Ben Oliver

Grow by Luke Palmer Gulliver’s Travels by 
Jonathan Swift

Read more: https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks4-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-year-10-pupils-ks4-age-14-15/

As Far as You’ll Take 
Me by Phil Stamper

Five Survive
by Holly Jackson

Why Don’t Things 
Fall Up? by Alom 
Shaha
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Teacher’s Notes
Ideas for use
•	 Teachers are free to copy and share this document, for example, on 

school websites, social media, email newsletters, and school net-
works.

•	 Print pages 1&2 back-to-back and fold along the dotted line to cre-
ate a reading challenge/reading record for each student in your 
class.

•	 Use the quick and simple star ratings instead of a daily reading 
record to encourage reading for pleasure.

•	 Use the star ratings to assess which books, genres, and authors 
classes and cohorts prefer.

•	 Use the informal data from the reading challenge cards to help 
identify gaps in your school and classroom libraries.

•	 Use the reading challenge card information to identify further read-
ing pathways for students, including similar authors, books by the 
same author, books in the same genre, and similar but more chal-
lenging books the student might enjoy.

Information for Parents Further Reading Resources
Our reading challenge cards
•	 Encourage reading for pleasure.
•	 Take less time to complete than traditional reading records.
How to use
•	 When your child has completed a book, or started but not finished 

one, fill in a rating using the star outlines beneath each book cover 
image.

•	 This will help you and your child’s teacher keep track of how many 
books your child has read and which ones they have enjoyed.

•	 It will also show you and teachers which authors and book genres 
your child prefers. This might be useful when choosing new books 
from libraries or bookshops. 

More reading lists
•	 Graphic novels for KS3 & KS4 children aged 12-16 - https://

schoolreadinglist.co.uk/secondary-ks3-ks4-reading-lists/graphic-
novels-for-young-adults-aged-12-16-in-ks3-ks4/

•	 Graphic novel versions of GCSE set texts: browse over 20 rec-
ommended titles for KS3 & KS4 including new retellings and clas-
sics - https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks4-school-
pupils/graphic-novel-versions-of-gcse-english-texts/

•	 Take It As Read: our free recommendation service. Let us know 
what your child likes to read and one of our team will get back to 
you with tailored reading book suggestions - https://schoolreading-
list.co.uk/resources/take-it-as-read/

•	 Children’s and teen book lists sorted by genre - https://school-
readinglist.co.uk/category/books-for-topics/

•	 Magazines for teens: browse our list of over 50 magazines and 
newspapers suitable for secondary aged children - https://school-
readinglist.co.uk/resources/magazines-and-newspapers-for-chil-
dren-and-teenagers/
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